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iMWk V099tttod^V ^mImiL 44^ ^ttC&isiik our 

readers with a correct copy of the modern creed 
of the Church of Home, commonly called the 
creed of Pope Pius IV., -which was first published 
to the world on the 9th December, 1564, we now 
print it in full, both in£nglishand the original La- 
tin. Those who will take the trouble to compare it 
with the three ancient creeds of the Church, the 
Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian creeds, 
will be at no loss to distinguish between what is 
ancient and what is modern in the present creed of 
the Church of Rome. Pope Pius IV., however, 
made one serious omission for an infallible guide. 
He seems to have knownnothingof" the immacu- 
late conception," but to have left that for his suc- 
cessor and namesake. Pope Pius IX., three hun- 
dred years afterwards, to discover or proclaim to 
the world. We suppose the omission will be cor- 
rected in the next edition of the creed published 
at Rome, which will, we anticipate, take place 
as soon as the new article of belief has become 
generally adopted by the faithful — ^probably on 
or about the 9th December, 1864 — ^when its 
predecessor has attained the full age of three 
whole centuries. 

BULLA S. D. N. D. PII, 
DIVINA PROVIDENTIA PAPAE QXJABTI, 

StIPEB rOBMA ITTRAMENTI PROFESSIONIS FIDEI. 

Plus Episcopus, scrvus servornm Dei, ad perpetuam rei 
memoriam. 

Iniunctnm nobis apostolicae serritntis officinm reqnirit, 
nt ea, quae Dominas omnipotens ad providam ecclesiae 
suae directioncm Sanctis Patribas in nomine sao congre- 
gatis divinitns inspirare dignatns est, ad eins laudem et 
eloriam incunctanter exscqui properemus. Qnnra itaqne 
inxta concilii Tridentini dispositionem (mines, quos dein- 
ceps cathedralibus et superioribus ecclesiis praefici, vel 
qnibus de illarnm dignitatibns, canonicatibus et aliis 
quibuscnnque beneficiis ecdesia^ticis coram animaram 
nabentibas provideri continget, pablicam orthodosae fidei 
professionem facere, sequo . in Romanae ecclesiae obe- 
aiemia permansaros spondere et iurare tencantar : Nos 
volentes, ctiam per qnoscunqne, qnibos de monasteriis, 
conventibvis, domibos et aliis quiboscnnqne locis regolariam 
qHorumcDnque ordinam, etiam militarium, quoconqne 
Bomine vel titnlo providebitnr, idem item serrari, et ad 
hoc, ut unius eiusdem fidei professio uniformiter ab oomi- 
tm exhibeatur, unicaqoe et certa illitu fcM-ma conotis 
innotescat, nostrae soUi«itadinis partes in hoc alicui minime 
desiderari, formam ipsam praesentibas annotatam pub- 
lican, et ubique gentium per eos, ad quos ex decretig 
ipsius concilii et alios praedictos spectat, recipi et obser- 
■varl, ac sub poenis per concilium ipsum in contrayenientes 
latis, inxta banc et non aliam formam, professionem prae- 
dictam solenniter fieri, auctoritate apostolica tenore prae- 
ecntium districto praecipiendo mandamus, huinsmodi sub 
tenore : 

Ego N.Jtrma fide credo et profiteor omnia et singula, 
iguae continentur in eymbolo fidei, quo S. Eomana ecclesia 
utitur, videlicet: "Credo in unum Deum Patrem omnipo- 
Untem, factorem coeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et 
invieibilium ; etin unum Dominum lesum Christum, Filium 
Dei tmigenitum, et ex Patre natum ante omnia saecula, 
Deum de Deo, lumen de lumim ; Deum verum de Deo vera, 
genitum non factum, consubstantialem Patri ; per juem 
eimnia facta aunt ; qui propter not homines et propter 
nostram salutem deacendit de eoelo, et inearnatut est de 
Spiritu sancto ex Maria Virgine, et homo foetus est ; 
erueifixus eliam pro nobis sub Pontic Pilato, passiu et 
tepultui est ; et resurrexit tertia die lecundum scripturas, 
et aseendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris, et iterum 
venturus est cum gloria iudicare vivos et mortiios, cuius 
regiii non erit finis ; et in Spiritum sanctum Dominum et 
vivificantem, qui ex Patre Filioque procedit ; qui cum 
Patre et Filio simul adnratur et conglorifieatur ; qui 
locutus est per Prophelas ; et unam sanetam catholicam 
«t apostolieam ecclesiam. Confiteor unum baptisma in 
remistionem peecatorum, et exspecto returrectionem mor 
tuorum et vitam venturi saeculi. Amen." Apottolicas et 
eeclesiasticas traditiones, reliqnasque eiusdem eeclesiae 
observafioncs et constitutiones firmissime admitto et am- 
fieetoT. Item sacram tcripturam inxta eum senium, q uem 
tenuit et tenet sancta mater ecclesia, cuius est iudicare de 
vero sensii et interpretatione sacrarum seripturarum, ad- 
mitto, nee earn unquam nisi iuata unanimtm consensum 
Patrum aecipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque septem 
ttte vera et proprie sacramenta novae legit a lesu Christo 
Homino nostra instituta, atque ad salutem humani generis, 
licet non omnia singuUt itecessaria, tcilieet baptitmum, 
eonjimtationein, eucharistiam, poenitentiam, extremam 
unctionem, ordinem et matrimonium, illaque gratiam con- 
ftrre, et ex his baptismum, confirmationem et ordinem 
•WW taerilegio reiUran mm posse, Reeeptot fuoque et 
9gprobatot ecclesia catholicae ritus in rupradictoruM 
omnium laeramentorum tolenni adminittratioue recipia 

.admitto. Omnia It singula, quae de peceate origituiU 



et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina synodo de- 
finUa et dectarata fuerunt, ampUetor etrecipio. Projttear 
pariter in missa ojferri Deo verum, proprimn et prapitia- 
torium taerificium pro vivis et defunctis, ettfue in sanctis- 
simo eucharistiae Sacramento esse vere, realiter et s»>- 
stantialiter corpus et sangttirtem, ttmt eum anima et 
divinitate Domini nostri lesu Christi, fierique coKoer- 
sionem totius substanttae panis in corpus, et totius sub- 
stantiae vini in sangtiinem, quam conversionem eaiholica 
ecclesia transsubstantiationem oppellot. Fateor etiam 
tub altera tantum specie totum atque integrum Christum 
verumque sacramentum tnrni. Cemstanter teneo pwrgato- 
rium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis 
iuvari ; similiter et tanctos una cum Christo regnantes 
venerandos atque invocandot esse, eosque orationes Deo 
pro noh4s offtrrt, atque eorum reliquiae esse venerandas. 
Firmiter assero, imagines Christi ac deiparae semper Vir- 
ginis, nee non alionim sanctorum, habendas et retenendas 
esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem intper- 
tiendam; indulgentiarum etiam potestatem a Christo in 
ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christiano 
populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctum catholi- 
cam et apostolieam liomanam ecclesiam omnium ecclesia- 
rum matrem et magiitram agnoseo ; Somaneque Pontifici, 
beati Petri Apostolorum principit successori ac lesu 
Christi vicario, veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. 
Cetera item omnia a sacris canonibus ct oecttmenicis con 
eiiiis, ae praecipue a sacrosancta Tridentina synodo 
tradita, definita et declarata, indubitanter reeipio atque 
profiteor, simulque contraria omnia, atque haereses quos- 
cunque ab ecclesia damnatas et reiectas, et anathema 
tizatas ego pariter damno, reiicio et anathematizo. 
Hanc veram catholicam fidem, extra quam nemo salvus 
esse potest, quam in praetenti sponte profiteor et veraciter 
teneo, eandem integram et immaculatam usque ad extre- 
mumvitae spiritum constantissime (Deo adiuvante) re- 
tinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, vel illis, quorum 
cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, doceri et 
praedicari, quantum in me erit, cvraturum, ego idem N. 
spondeo, voveo ac iuro. Sic me Deus adiuvet et haec 
saneta Dei evangelia. 

Volnmus antem qood praesentes literae in cancellaria 
nostra apostolica de more legantnr. Et nt omnibus 
facilius pateant, in eios quinterno describantur, ac etiam 
imprimantur. 

Nulli ergo omnino bominnm liceat bane paginam nos- 
trae voluntatis et mandati infringere, vel ei ansn temerario 
contraire. Si quis autem hoe attentare praesumpserit, 
indignationem omnipotentis Dei ac beatorum Petri et 
Faull Apostolorum eius se noverit incnrsnmm. Datum 
Romae apud sanctum Petriun, anno Incamationis domi- 
nicae MDLXIV., Idibus Kovemb., Pontificatus nostri 
anno V. 

Eed. Cabdinaiis CAEgrtrs. 

Cae. GLojaEMTrs. 

Lectae et puilicatae fuerunt suprascriptae literae Bomae 
in cancellaria apottolica, anno Incamationis dominicae 
MDLXIV., die vero tabbati, IX. mentis Decemhris, Pon- 
tificatus tanetissimi in ChrOto Patris et domini nostri, 
domtm Pii Papae IV., anno V. 

A. LoHEixinrs Crsros. 



THE BULL OF OUR HOLY LORD, THE LORD 
PIUS, Br DIVINE PROVIDENCE FOURTH 
POPE, 

TOUCHING THE lORM OF THE OATH OF THB PBOFKS- 
EION OF FAITH. 

Pins, bishop, servant of the servants of God, for the per- 
petual memoi7 hereof. 

The ofBce of apostolic servitude enjoined on tw requires 
that those matters which Almighty God has vouchsafed 
divinely to inspire into the minds of the holy fathers as- 
sembled in his name for the provident guidance of his 
Church, we should hasten unhesitatingly to execute, unto 
his praise and glory. Whereas, therefore, according to the 
resolution of the Council of Trent, all who may happen 
henceforward to be placed over cathedral and superior 
churches, or who may have to take care respecting their 
dignities, canonries, and any other ecclesiastical benefice* 
soever having the cure of souls, are bound to make a pub- 
lic profession of the orthodox faith, and to promise and 
swear that they vill continue in obedience to the Church 
of Borne : We, willing that the same thing be observed 
liisewise by all persons soever, who shall have the charge 
of monasteries, convents, houses, and any other places 
soever, of all regular orders soever, even of military ones, 
under what name or title soever, and besides, to tive end 
that the profession of one and the same faith be uniformly 
exhibited by all, and that one only and a certain form of 
it be made known unto all, we [willing] that a want of 
otir eolicitnde should by no means be felt by any one in 
this particular, by strictly prescribing the teaor of these 
presents, we, by virtue of onr apostolic authority, co«- 
mand, that the form itself be published, and be received 
and observed everywhere by those whom it concerns ; in 
consequence of the decrees of the council itself, as well as 
the other parties aforesaid, and that the aforesaid prrrfts- 
sion be made tolemnly according to this, and no other form, 
imder the penalties enacted by the council itself against all 
contravening, under the following terms :— 

/, N., with steadfait Jaith believe and profess aB and 
even/ particular confined m the si/mbM sfftakk wHek tie 
Ho^ Jioman Ckmvh im«x, tovtl: "■! beiuvt in mt God 



the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of cU 
things visime and irwisihle ; and in one Lord Jesus Christ 
' ike only begotten Son of God, and born of the Father ht- 
fort ait ages, God of God, light of light, nry God »J 
very God, begotten not made, consubstantitU mitk the 
Father; by whom all things were made ; toko for us men 
and for our talootion came donnfrom heaven, mnd vnu m- 
camated of the Holy Ghost from the Virgin JUtHry, and 
ivas made' man; was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate, suffered, tt»d was buried; and rose again a» tkt 
third day according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 
heaven, tittetk at the right hand of the Father, and will 
again come with glory te judge the living and the dead, of 
vhoae kingdom there shall not be an end; and in t&e 
Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Faiher and the Son; who together with the Fa- 
ther and Son it adored and glorified; aho spake 
through the prophets; undone Holy Catholic and Aposto- 
tic Church. I confess one baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I await the resurrection of the dcaJ, and the 
Ufe of the world to come. Amen:' The apostolical and 
ecdesiwuical traditions, and the other observances and 
constitutions of the same Church, I most steadfastly ad- 
mit and embrace. I Kkewise admit the Holy Scripture 
according to that sense which our Holy Mother Church has 
held and does held, whose province it is to judge of the 
true tense and interpretation of the sacred Scriptures. 
Nor will I ever understand or interpret it except accord- 
ing to the unanimous consent of the holy fathers. I also 
profess that there are truly and properly seven sacraments 
of the new law instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
necessary for the salvation of mankind, though not all 
necessary to each individual; to wit, Baptism, Cunfirma- 
lion, the Eveharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, 
and Matiimony, and that they confer grace, and that of 
these, Baptism, Confirmalion, and Orders cannot be reite- 
rated without sacrilege. I also receive and admit all tii* 
received and approved ceremonies of the Catholic Church 
in the solemn administration of all the above-mentioned 
tttcramen's. I embrace andrcceive all and everything which 
in the holy Synod of Trent has been defined and declared 
concerning original sin and justificjiion. I profess like- 
wise that in the Mass is offered to Goda true, proper, and 
propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead, and that 
in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist there is truly, 
really, and substantially the body and blood, together with 
the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
there takes place a conversion of the entire substance of the 
bread into the body, and of the entire substance of the wine 
into the blood, which conversion the Catholic Church caUt 
transubstantiation. I also confess that under one kind 
alone, Christ is taken whole ana entire, and a true saert^- 
ment. I steadfastly hold that there exists a purgatory, 
and that the souls there detained are assisted by the suf- 
frages of the faithful ; in like mantter also that the saintt 
reigning along with Christ are to be venerated and incoktd, 
and that they offer up prayers for as, and that their relie* 
are to be venerated. I .steadfastly assert that the images 
of Christ and of the ever Virgin Mother of God, and in 
like manner of other saints, are to be kept and retained, 
and that due honour and veneration is to be awarded t» 
them; I also maintain that the power of indulgences hat 
been left by Christ to his Church, and that the use of them 
is most wholesome to the Christian people. I recognize the 
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Roman Church as the mother 
end mistress of all Churches ; and I promise and swear 
true obedience to the Roman pontiff, successor of St. Peter, 
prince of the apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ. All 
other things also delivered, defined, and declared by the 
sacred canons and etcumenieal councils, and particularly 
by the holy Synod of Trent, I undoubtingh) receive and 
profess, and at the same time all things contrary, and aruf 
heretics soever condemned by the Church, and rejected and 
anathematized, I, in like manner, condemn, reject, and 
anathematize. This true Catholic faith, outside of which 
no one can be saved, which at present I readily profess and 
truly hold, I, iV., promise, vow, and swear that I v^l 
most steadfastly retain amd confess the same entire and 
undefiled to the last breath of life (with God's help), and 
that I will take care, as far at shall be in my power, that 
it be held, taught, and preached by my subjects, or thost 
whose charge shall devolve on me in virtue of my offke. 
So help me God, and these holy gospels ef God. 

But we will that the present letter be read according *e 
custom in our Apostolic chancery. And that they may Ih* 
more readily be open to all, let them be written oat in itt 
Quioteroum,' and also be printed. 

Be it, therefore, lawful for no person soever to iofriqgv 
this page of our will and command, or to eontraveae it 
by any rash daring. But if any one shall presome 
to attempt this, let him know that he will incur the indig" 
nation of Almighty Gud, and of bis blessed appstles Peter 
and Paul. Given at Home, at St. Peter's, in the year of 
the iucaruatiou of our Lord 1564, on the ides of Novem- 
, bci, and in the filth year of our ponuficate. 

Fed. Cabdinai. Caehc*. 
Cab. GiABiEBicg. 

The above written letter was read and pnbKsbed at 
Rome in the Apostolic chancery, in the year of the m- 

• The qnlntemum, or 4<ilouiino,wu a voloaM, •> called turn |M> 
oomtwrollwvultcanuuoed. See example) In Du Caoft nl, '• 
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carnation of onr Lord 1564, on Saturday, 9th of the 
month of December, in the fifth year of the pontificate of 
onr most holy father and lord in Chriat, Pius IV. Pope. 

A. LOBIELLINDS, CuStOS. 



(S>ams^ot(Simt, 



IKVOCATION OF SAINTS AND ANGELS PROVEN 
FROM SCKIPT0RE, REASON, AND ANTIQUITY. 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE CATHOLIC I.ATiaAII. 

giB, — Seeing yon from time to time attend to and pub- 
lish the letters of Catholic correspondents in your re- 
nowned publication, I, therefore, as a Catholic, beg you 
will give publicity to the few following observations which 
I propose offering on the above subject. In order to prove 
the utility of the doctrine of the Invocation of Saints and 
Angels, I believe it is first necessary to prove that they 
possess some knowledge of what is passing among us here 
on earth ; and, secondly, that they are capable of hearing 
our prayers ; for I confess, that if either of these two 
attributes are wanting in them our prayers to them are 
but a mere loss of time. And now, Mr. Editor, as to the 
first of these points, yon will remember that in the parable 
of Dives and Lazarus, Abraham is represented as knowing 
that the rich man's five brethren on earth had Moses and 
tiie Prophets among them — i.e., their writings. Of this fact 
Abraham (who was then a saint in Heaven or in Limbo) 
could have acquired no knowledge while on earth, as the 
Scriptures were unwritten in his day. If Abraham learned 
this m heaven, why not learn other things relative to ns in 
the same way ? And if he knew thus, why should not every 
other celestial saint know the same ? And if the saints 
possess such knowledge of ns, is it not evident that angels 
possess a far higher degree of knowledge ? Also, the rich 
glutton in hell is said to have prayed to Abraham for his 
five brethren upon earth. And, surely, if a damned spirit 
in hell remembered his brethren on earth, and prayed for 
them, it reasonably follows that the saints in heaven re- 
member their friends and brethren on earth, and pray for 
them ; for in heaven their love is increased towards one 
another. Protestants must admit that the devils in hell 
know our thoughts and acts, and the Scriptures are clear 
«u this point : — " The accuser of our brethren (the devil) 
is cast forth, who accused them before God day and night." 
(Apoc xii. 10.) How could he bring accusations against 
08 if he did not know our crimes ? And if he knows our 
offences, he knows our thoughts ; for we transgress God's 
law in thought as well as in deed and in word. And, 
sorely, you will allow the spirits of the just, made perfect 
in. heaven, more knowledge than you ascribe to the devils. 

Again, the prophets, who were but mere men in frail 
tabernacles of flesh, knew what passed at great distances 
from them. For instance, Eliseus knew what passed at an 
enormous distance in the Syrian king's chamber, (i Kings 
in. 12.) That same prophet of God knew what passed in 
Us absence between Naaman and Geezi. (See 4 Kings v. 
26.) Also, Peter knew the sacrilegious lie of Ananias and 
S^phira. Now, I am sure that these, and other like men 
of God, when they gave up the fleshly veils in which their 
spirits were enshrined, and when they ascended up to that 
glorious city where they "know even as they are known,'' 
ncaived a superior degree of knowledge than they pos- 
gessed while in this world, where the most blessed and per- 
fect know only " in part.'' (1 Cor. xiii. 12.) Yes, the 
blessed and glorious spirits in heaven see all things in God, 
and hence it is evident th^y see our actions and hear our 
prayers in Him, and through Him, as " It is in Him we live, 
move, and have our being." That the angels and saints 
are our guardians and protectors here below is evident 
from our blessed Lord's own words — " See that ye despise 
OOt one of these little ones ; for I say to you that i!i hea- 
Ten their angels always see the face of tnjr Father." (Mat 
xriii. 10.) If we thns each have particular angels who 
watch over and are interested in us, I ask is it not lawful 
and right for ns to petition them to pray to God for us ? 
If they watch over and after us, surely they know our 
actions, &e. In Luke xv. 10, the Protestant version 
atates — " There is Joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repentetb." Now, repentance is a 
change of mind and heart ; and if the angels are capable 
of knowing what passes in the heart and mind of a peni- 
tent sinner, surely they also know our wants, and can hear 
onr prayers. That the same is true of the saints is evi- 
dent from our blessed Lord's words, Mut. xxii. 30—" They 
(the saints) are as the angels of God in heaven." (See, 
abo, Luke xx. 36.) We all must know, from sundry pas- 
aages of holy writ, that the angels actually pray for us. 
For example, in Zech. i. 12, we are informed that an angel 
took an interest in and prayed for Jerusalem and the cities 
of Judah. If an angel thus intercedes for the above cities, 
wid If God attend to and answer his requests, why should not 
they intercede for us ? and why may not God attend to and 
answer their petitions on our behalf in one case as well as 
in the other ? We also know the saints pray or intercede 
for OS in heaven ; for in Apoc. v. 8, we are told — "The 
four-and-twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
»ials full of odour, which are the prayer* of the saints." We 
an all aware that the saints in heaven do not pray for 
(bemaelves, nor is there the slightest necessity of their 
^ing so, as they are already in a state of perpetual bliss 
and nappiness. For whom, then, are the above prayers 



intended ? Surely, for none else than those who badly 
need them — to wit, sinners here on earth. These are very 
strong passages, Mr. Editor. I would you could produce 
texts as strong and as clear in favour of infant baptism, 
the Trinity, and the change of the Sabbath, &c. 

As a further demonstration of this important and (in 
onr opinion) well-foonded truth, I shall subjoin several 
examples of divers men of God who, firom time to time, 
honoured and invocaled the angels. For example : Lot 
went out to meet the angels, and solemnly adored with his 
face toward the earth. (Gen. xix., 1.) Joshua fell down 
flat on the ground before the angel, who said he was the 
Prince of the Lord. (Josh, v., 14.) The word " adore" 
in the ai>ove passages does not signify that worship which is 
due only to God ; but it evidently means that degree of 
worship which is due to the saints, and which the Catho- 
lic Church rightly terms " dulia," that is, an inferior de- 
gree of worship. Is it not legal and right for us to do 
what we find done, in times gone by, by the patriarchs and 
prophets of God? Thns, Jacob prayed to an angel to bless 
his children. (Gen. xlviii., 16.) And in Osee, xii., 4, 
we are informed that he (Jacob) prevailed against the 
angel, and wept and prayed to him. Also, when Jacob 
prayed the angel to bless the sons of Joseph, did he not 
say, " Be my name, and the names of my fathers Abra- 
ham and Isaac called Qor invocated) upon them." Surely, 
Jacob when he was dying would not advise his children to 
invoke him after death if it was not right and scriptural 
for them to do so. And I am sure, Mr. Editor, you will 
agree with me in saying, we should all try and observe the 
commands or advice of such a venerable and renewed 
man of God. Again, in Job, v. 1, we find Eliphas exhorting 
Job, the afflicted servant of the Lord, in these words, 
" Call now, if there be any that will answer thee, and 
turn to some of the saints." Is not this passage clear and 
distinct ? Does it not at once show that it was the prac- 
tice of Job and oftheChnrch in his day to pray (as Catho- 
lics now-a-days do) to saints in heaven? The Church 
militant on earth are members of the same mystical body 
of Christ with the Church triumphant in heaven. Hence 
it is reasonable to suppose that, as component parts of one 
and the same body, we care for and are interested in one 
another. And as onr love for each other only increases 
when we get to heaven, of course we pray for our friends 
and relatives on earth to that God in whose presence we 
are located. And now, Mr. Editor, feeling lest I shonld 
trespass too far upon your valuable space, I shall merely 
add a few quotations firom some of the Fathers of the pri- 
mitive Christian Church. For example, Dionysius, who 
lived in the second century, says, " When we beseech the 
saints to help us we obtain very great assistance.'^ (Eccl. 
Hierar. o. vli.) In the same century, St. Clement writes, 
" Honour the martyrs as we honour SS. James and 
Stephen. God hath made them blessed, and holy men 
have honoured them.'' (Apost. Const. 5.) Also, Origen, 
who wrote in the third century, says, " Saints of God, 
/ beseech you to fall down, before his (God's) mercy for 
me, a sinftu wretch." St. Ambrose, in the fourth century, 
writes, " He honours Christ who honours his martyrs. 
We must pray to the angels, who are given to us as our 
defenders, and to the martyrs (or saints), who are able to 
pray that our sins may be blotted out." ( Serm. 6, and de 
viduis.) I could also quote several Protestant authorities 
in proof of the truth of this doctrine now held and taught 
by Roman Catholics. Take one or two examples. Luther, 
the great German reformer (or rather deformer) of the 
sixteenth century, writes : " I, therefore, with the whole 
Catholic Church, hold that the saints are to be honoured 
and invocated by ns." (In Pnrg. Quorand., Art. T. 1.) 
Also, the Ai^burg Confession of Faith, Arts. 5 and 21, 
states that it is the doctrine of Protestants to give relative 
and inferior veneration to saints and angels. Thorndyke, 
in his Epistle, part 3, teaches the Roman Catholic doc- 
trine with regard to the invocation of saints and angels as 
a truth which cannot be questioned. I coald quote innu- 
merable other passages in support of this practice, but the 
few above may suffice. 

Yours, obediently. 

An Enquiree aptek Tepth. 
October 1st, 1856. 

The letter which we insert above is exactly of the 
kind which we like to get from our Roman Catholic 
correspondents. It is written in a fair and temperate 
spirit ; it is not discursive, but keeps to the point, and, 
instead of bewildering us with a mist of words, presents 
us arguments with which we can grapple. We think 
we shall show that some of the arguments are not con- 
clusive, and that, even if they all were conclusive, they 
would come short of proving what our correspondent is 
bound to prove. 

Our correspondent sets out by trying to prove two 
things : first, that saints and angels possess some know- 
ledge of what is passing on earth ; and secondly, that 
they are capable of hearing our prayers. With reference 
to this, we may remark, in the first place, that even if he 
succeeded in establishing these two propositions, he 
would have by no means done all that is necessary for 
his case. No doubt, if he fail there is an end of invo- 
cation of saints. If they cannot hear our prayers, to 
addresa prayers to them is an absurd waste of time, 
supposing it is nothing worae. But even if it were cer- 
tain that they were capable of hearing our prayers, it 
woold require some good argoments to induce tis to 



address our prayers to them in the absence ofanyeo. 
couragement from Scripture for such a practice, eithw 
in the way of precept or example, and with the know> 
ledge that no cooutenance for invocation of saints is to 
be found in any of the authentic remains of the firsS 
three centuries. 

But, secondly, it will be seen that all our correspon- 
dent's proofs are confined to the first of his two propMi- 
tions. He does bring some arguments in support of the 
position that saints and angels have some knowledge of 
what takes place on earth ; but he does not even attempt 
to prove that there is good reason for thinking that thej 
hear the prayers addressed to them in different places 

To illustrate our meaning, suppose our correspondent 
made it a practice to supplicate in his bedroom every 
morning, "Archbishop Hughes, of New York, pray fbr 
me ;" and suppose that we asked him, what reason have 
you to think that Archbishop Hughes is cognizant of 
this request of yours, would it be a sufficient answer to 
say that people in America are generally acquainted 
with what is going on in Ireland? It would not be 
enough to show that American newspapers indicate a 
general knowledge of Irish affairs ; it would be necessarr 
to show that this special request had actually come to 
the individual knowledge of Archbishop Hughes 

Now to apply this to the point in dispute. Supnosin? 
it were ever so certain that St. Patrick has some know- 
ledge of the present state of things on earth-supposinir 
for instance, that it were proved that he knows that 
Ireland has become Christian, and that he knows also 
of the religious differences which now divide the island, 
still this kind of knowledge is no sufficient foundation 
for the doctrine of invocation of saints. We want to 
see it proved that if, at the same moment, Terence 
Flanagan in Cork says, " Holy St. Patrick, pray for the 
forgiveness of my sins ;" and Tim Sullivan in Limerick 
says "Holy St. Patrick, pray for my deliverance from 
toothache;' and Brian M'Evoy in Armagh says "Holw 
St. Patrick, pray for something else for me :" we wamt 
to see it proved that St. Patrick is sure to know of aS 
these individual petitions. This is exactly what never 
can be proved. If, indeed, God had told us to prav to 
St. Patrick, then we need not trouble our heads how St 
Patrick was to hear, but might be satisfied that God 
would take care that our supplications should not be in 
vain; but if we pray to St. Patrick out of our own 
heads, without any Divine warrant, and merely as a 
private speculation of our own, then it is not an unrea" 
sonable question to ask, what warrant have we for be- 
Uevingthat St. Patrick hears our prayers? or can we 
even know that his knowledge of earthly afTairs extend* 
so far as to know that there is such a person as Terenca 
Flanagan or Brian M'Evoy? Having made these pi^ 
limmary observations we come to our correspondent^ 
proofs, and we shall find it desirable to separate the 
questions of mvocation of saints and invocation of anffek 

Our correspondent might have spared himself the 
trouble of proving that angels are not ignorant of earthly 
affairs. Protestants readUy acknowledge that it is the 
doctnnoof Scripture that God constantly employs the 
instrumentality of angels in his dealings with mankind - 
that "angels are all ministering spirits, sent to ministe^ 
to them who shall be heirs of salvation." Even thbi 
however, is not sufficient to warrant prayer to any oar' 
ticularangeL Supposing it were certain that there is 
an angel Sapha^l, and that he is employed in human 
affairs, and of course, that he isacquainted with thosecon- 
cernsm which he 13 employed, still, what reason shouldwe 
have to think that he is omnipresent (or, at least, om^! 
present as far as we are concerned) ? What rea^u W 
we for bemg sure that he is in attendance on ^ot thit 
if^we address a request to him he is certZ io uZJ 

But there are stronger reasons a<Tai»„t 
angels than the mere uncSty wCj'tf^"'^ 'V* 
us. It is a remarkable fact ^81 thonli. fh*"^ '="" ^^^ 
both of the Old andNew Testaments fil f» So^Ptures, 
of cases where angels were «Ta? A!ff ^"" °^ '^"^"'Pl* 
designs for the beLfit of Ms Wle tlr" '^<=™'"P'^'> ^ 
instance where any of gSH^o nle ,? !' "" t ""«"« 
old or new dispensation, made^m^^'c't ^pptatL'S to t? 
angel for mtercession or assistance The h^Sn T ^ 
as well as every other blessiuff could on iv £."'«*''' 
by prayer to God himself. The oulv rn^L-^ Procured 
to angels occurs in the Epistle of the T„^^°" of pray,r 
u., 18), and there such pr'a;": are' menttrd will"^^' 
probation, m likely to withdraw us from ow attTw; 
to onr head, Jesus Christ, our only MedLul^ '^^ 
no man beguile you of your reward ST°;„]'',^ 
hnmiUty and worshipping of aneels infr„T- •^'^ 
those things whicli he hath not S • J^ , °*^ 'S*? 
up by bis fiesblymind, e^u^Zt'T^^Xl &- 
And we are informed (see Zona™. f„ /i ^_ 
of the Council of Laodi^^: TS^lrpJ S""'" «?^ 
p. 355., Paris, 1642) that the AnSri •''™- *^' 
Lresy'ofcertainwho'taugh^ttlir;':!,^-,^^^^ 
that the angels had greater influerree with A.^^ *i.^' 
we, and that, therefore, we oughUo «ldre» SvStS 
them rather than directlv to PhHaf ti.1^^^. "* 
prayer to angels thus PoLid?y co.';^mnL\^r '?a^ 
seems to have been a local one, and to hav* v<^j i 
extended itself to the Church." Thus'ri^rdor:^ef.s^ 
"Those who were zealous for the Jewish law tiu^i 



